
 

 

EACS eLearning Teacher FAQs 
 

What is eLearning? eLearning is learning conducted via electronic media, typically, but not necessarily, 

over the Internet. 

What help or resources do students and parents have for eLearning/Virtual Learning?  EACS’s 

website has resources for parents here and resources for students in Canvas’s EACS Student Tech Help, 

which all students have access to. 

Can we just assign students paper/pencil homework? No.  The IDOE requires that eLearning 
material utilize technology.   The only students that may receive paper/pencil eLearning work are students 
with an accommodation written into their IEPs or ILPs.  
 
Will extracurricular events be affected by the eLearning day?  No for regularly scheduled eLearning 

Days.  For weather related eLearning days, extracurricular events may be affected.  Any changes will be 

determined per building and communicated accordingly.   

Will our school have a lab open?  Yes.  Schools will have a computer lab open either before or after 

school during those 5 days.  (Building principals determine the schedule and staffing and communicate this 

information to parents and students). 

Who will kids call/speak to with connectivity issues?  Parents, students, or teachers could call the 

EACS HELPdesk directly at 260-446-0257.  If teachers have a student without Internet access, please 

make arrangements with your building principal to issue a MiFi to the student. 

Will students be able to access lessons beforehand and download here at school and be able to 

complete work that day? The ability to download ahead of time is up to each teacher in where and how 

they post materials and assignments.  For example: if material is used/posted in Canvas, eTextbooks, 

Seesaw, or Showbie, it can be downloaded to the iPad before the students leave school. 

What about students without iPads? Schools will have a computer lab open either before or after school 

during those five days, (It is up to the building principals to determine the schedule and the staffing), or at 

any of the eight library branches over the next five days. 

What are the time/work expectations for teachers?  For a class taught, a teacher would need to post 
approximately 50 minutes worth of time-on-task learning content, amounting to 5 hours of time-on-task 
for a student in grades preK-6 and 6 hours in grades 7-12.  Teachers need to be checking in Canvas and 
email to answer student questions from 9:00 to 3:00 during the eLearning day and available during the next 
5 school days in school to answer questions.  
 
Do kids need iPads and Internet?  Yes.  Students with iPads or other computers would be ideal.  Refer 
to above if students do not have the iPad or a computer. 
 

https://www.eacs.k12.in.us/cms/one.aspx?pageId=18917179


 

 

Will teachers need to be available to "interact" with the students during the eLearning day?  Yes.  
This is dependent upon which platform teachers use.  Tools such as Discussions or Messages on Canvas or 
Seesaw are readily available for all students and teachers. 
 
What are the consequences for students who do not complete the work?  Students not completing 
eLearning work should face the same consequences as a normal class day.  Additionally, students not 
participating in eLearning work should be counted as unexcused absences.  For example: if a student is 
assigned eLearning work in grades by multiple teachers, and does not complete any of the work, the 
student should be considered unexcused absent.  If the student completes only one of several eLearning 
assignments, then the student is still considered in attendance for the day. 
 
What kind of support/guidance will be offered to teachers for setting this up?  EACS teachers 
should have a working knowledge of Canvas to create, Discussions, Quizzes, Assignments, use and place 
lesson plans or newsletters in Modules or Calendar, and use various resources.  EACS teachers have 
received/been offered training on other iPad Apps such as Seesaw, Showbie, MobyMax, Quizizz, Google 
Classroom, Edulastic, etc.  EACS Tech Coaches and Instructional Coaches are always available via email, 
and in the buildings each day. 
 
Are there specific requirements about the type of online content we assign?  Yes.  The IDOE 
requires eLearning material to be valid educational content, address the standards, and relate directly to 
what is being taught in the classroom from the previous day or days.  Language arts teachers’ eLearning 
material should contain some component of Reading Workshop, Writing Workshop, and Language and 
Word Study (the components of Balanced Literacy). 
 
How do we post our eLearning instructions? Using the EACS eLearning instruction template, all 
instructions to students (or their parents) could be posted in the eLearning Module or the Calendar section 
of Canvas, and/or emailed via GroupWise, and/or communicated via Skyward Messages.  Here is a 
tutorial on creating an eLearning Module. 
 
Should eLearning material be graded?  Yes.  The IDOE and EACS recommends teachers take grades 
for eLearning activities. 
 
When eLearning days overlap, do students get extended time?  Yes, for each cancelled day that 
occurs during a previous eLearning “window” of days, labs should be open for an extra day.  Principals 
also have the freedom to further extend this time if they see the need for their building. 
 
Is there a limit to the number of eLearning days a district may utilize?  No.  No such limit is 
required by the DOE, and EACS has not set a limit. 
 
Is there a limit to the number of consecutive eLearning days a district may utilize?  No.  There is 
no limit to the number of consecutive eLearning days a district may utilize, and EACS has not set a limit. 
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